$28       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

sancids ^nd suspension of elected members of the Assemb-
ly remain. Ixi fact, there is not much sign of an advance
by the State towards the leadeis. And now comes, like
a bomb-shell, suspension of negotiations for political
reform. These are the wotds of the Ti-avaxicore Corn-
mumquS:

"For reasons, which must be obvious and which have, for instance,
influenced the Government of India in their decision regarding the
Federal negotiations, no conversations can possibly take place
regarding any constitutional reforms until normal conditions are
restored and the position is stablilized/9

This is followed by the following minatory warning:

^With reference to the statement to the Press issued by the Presi-
dent of the Travancore State Congress and his letter to the Dewan,
Government wish to point out that while they do not intend to
curb or put a check upon ordinary activities of political organs
nations, and -while their ideas are unaltered as to consultations
with political organizations and leaders as soon as conditions per-
mit, they cannot possibly allow an organised scheme of agitation
to be conducted at this juncture, in view of the present situation
and especially the likelihood of increased unemployment owing to
war conditions and the public excitement that may be caused by
the situation regarding food-stuffs and other commodities. Such
a scheme of agitation is bound to give rise to serious repercussions
and results, and the Government, who have a duty to protect the
law-abiding inhabitants of the State, cannot possibly take the risks
involved thereby, nor can they at present devote any attention to
questions relating to constitutional demands. Government de-
sire to warn the Travancore State Congress and other organiza-
tions with similar programme that they will be forced to take steps,
both under the ordinary law and under the Defence of Travancore,
Proclamation and Rules, for maintaining normal conditions and
a peaceful atmosphere in the State."

The reason for suspension of contemplated reform
is wholly unconvincing. So far as I know, in no State
has such. suspension been thought necessary. Indeed,
I ventuie to suggest that the offer of the States to the
British Government lacks the spirit assumed to be behind
the ainxs of the Allies, vi^ the saving of democracy for
the worid. The States' offer, to be consistent with the
time spirit, has to carry "with it the will and the co-opera-
tion of their people. This is clearly impossible, if the